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By MIRIAM OTTENBERG
Efav Stali Wriley

. 'The Supreme Cowmt’s decision to

share the ‘“Pentagon Pepors” with

the world triggered & publishing

spree vhich still haso’t rua its

course, -

How much the reading public has

- getually .gorged ilsell on the mass
sof Qocurncnts, charts, narralives
and anzlyses may be sorocthing
clse.

Predicted one publishing Indusivy
wit: “This may well be. the most
unread best-seller in history.”

8o far, cnly the first one on the
market zeinally has become anin-
stant best-seller ~- and that o just
two veeks, Then, the book sellers
report, it died, :

Alveady there’s gomg hackbiting
« the “Wy cdition has more than
your cdition,” sort of thing. One
publishing venture has bacn
scratehed and there’s still ene to
go.. Over all locias the threut of
court ection, which could spur
yore sales., :

The publishing bonanza has not
been Yimited {o the United States.
The foreign sale has keen hwisk,
and Bantaim Books has gold trans-
Jation rights to its $2.25 paperback
edition to Donmark, IMinland,
France, Germany, Jtaly, Spoinand
Sweden, A German publisher re-
ported ho had 160,000 copies in
print.

Court Ruling
ot

The rush to prinf began immedl-
ately afler the Supreme Couit on
June 30 ruled thal the nation’s
press could publish the sgeret Pen-
Aagon papers and stories about
them.” The decision not only lifted
.ihe judicial .ban on the Vielnam

“series, which the New York Times :

had hegun publishing on June 13, It

= eleared the way for ether newspa-

¢

pers to do Yikewiss, and opened the

+ door to book publication of the ma-

terial, .

That was the signal for the hook
presses to.roll as 5001 as they had
something fo roll for. Aund that
wasn’t long in coming, By & co-
publishing arrangemment hatween
Bantam Books and the New Yok
Pimes, a 678-page paperback with
64 papes of pictires started coming
off Bantant’s presses on July 7.

It conlained “an analysis wrltlen
~by four Thnes rncn and key doou
ments from tha Yentagon papers
furnished by Dr. Daniel Ellsharg, a
Jormer Defense Deparlment ana-
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lyst now under indictment
charges of stealing the decnments
and leeping thex,

A Bantam spokesmean said {he
first priating was originally set for
200,000 copies, but the demand firom
book stores was so overwhabuing
that the plant printed avound lhe
clock for three days and thercalter
for {wo weeks. There were finally
1.5 million in print, They haven't all
heen sold, however, allthough the
Bantamm man gzid the bookis sell~
ing steadily even now, Lime was 2
factor. Probably the Washington
expericlice was typical. In the rash
{0 get tha book to the sleres, the
District News Co. met a plane bear-
ing the hooks to Washington at 3
am. onJuly 9, eccording to a Baj-
tain spokesmay, and started deliv-
ering them the sane day.

“It was Instunf soceess,” en-
a District News olficial,
“Ve pub out 20,600 in cne day and
reordared 15,600, We put oul 52,600

-altogethor, 1 wwe'd had them all in

ths beginning, it wonld have heen a
complete sellout, but part of the
books came too late, We cstimate
ve')l get 11 pareent retiurned.”

4 spokesinan for the {ive Trover
book stores said the sale was fan-
tastic whila it Jasted, “bul when it
died, it died complelely.,” Je said
that 60 percent of the sales came in
the first two wweeks, whenit was a
conversalion pizce, A person who
had {o think for two weeks whelher
he wanted the hook wasn't going to
buy if, he explainad, :

Despite the book’s abrupt death,
the Trover man said wistiully, “I

. wish we had one like that cvery

day.”

The material presented in the
Bantam cdition has beén expanded
with additional background data
and anzlysis to an §%6-page hard-
back hook from Quadrangle 130oks,
Inc. That oue is on sale for §12.50
until Dee. 24, when it goas o $ib,
11’5 been sclected by six book elubs
yanging from the Book of the Month
Club (an alternate seleclion) to
Playboy Book Club and the Law-
yers’ Yiterary Guild. ’ :

GPO Lditicn

The next excursion info the Pene

tagon Papers to hit the strest ~- In
a manner of speaking - was the

Government Printing Office’s -
12-volume, 6,8%+pagd sob on gale

now for §50. JL has been something
less than a best-seller, LT
The Pentagon says what GI'0 has

on:

- gered

. taxpayers now.”
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published is €5 percent of the first
43 volumes of the 47-volume Penfa
gon Yapors, , ‘
What's stil classified, secording
to Penlagon sources, arc seasitive
diploinatic discowrses and variovg
plans and approaches (o settlement
in Vietnam, as well as the opgoing
problems of frying fto recover
American priseners of war. ‘
fhe government cdition. was ory
printed by the House Armed
Serviee Conumittee, which got 1,000
sets, Of the other copies, the office
of the Secyetary of Defenge ordered
50 sels, Alr Yoree ordered 15 sots
five, Army three

state 25. Another 525 sets were send
o Jrederal Depository libraries aud
60 scts for international exchangg
under an agreement with lihrarie
of other coutries, The Congression
al Joint Coramittee on Printing or4
derced 75 sels, As Jor the public

the Superintendent of Docuinenls
ordered 500 sats for public sale.
They were placell on sals Sept. 27
and the first crder came from.a
law student al Georgetown Univer-’
sily. As of Oct. 29, Superintendent
of Dociments Robert B, Kling Jr.
reported he had sold 308 sels so far,
and was selling them at the rate of
two o three a day. .

Sinee he broke even when 250 had
been sold, he happily reported
‘wo've making a little profit for the

g pe gegr
Giravel Edition ‘
Just about {he fime government.

sales were beginning, ansther con-

troversial additive to the Pentagon

Papers publishing boom reached

the hooks stores. ' S
This Js the thick four-volume

“jha Senator Gravel Xdition--the

Pentagon Papers,” published by

Beacon Press in Boston, 1t cosls $45

in hardeover, §20 in khaki-colored

pepathack: Senator Mike Gravel,

D-Alagka, is the legislator who

called a Buildings and Grounds

“subrommittee of the Senate Public
~Works Commitlee into sossion near

midnight on June 29 to read into the

reeord portions of the PPentagon pa-
o

pers, This was Lefore the Supreme
Court zwled that the papers could -
be made public., A Federal court in
Roston has been taking Inquiry -
into the Beacon Press puglication,
fought every step by Gravel. )
‘Rather than steering clear of -
more confroversy, RBeacon Press
has altacked the government edi-

tion ealling it “misleading,” If not

useless, as a veference work.’”
LT




